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ACT MINUTES  
 SPRING MEETING 

West Texas A&M University 
April 13, 14, 15, 2006 

Hardin Rahe, President ACT 
 
ACT Minutes on-line at: www.AginTexas.org 
 
Submitted by Joe D. Townsend - ACT Secretary/Treasurer 
Special thanks to Stanley Kelley (Sam Houston State) 
 
April 26, 2006 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The 2006 Spring meeting of ACT was called to order by Hardn Rahe (Texas State) at 
on April 6, 2006 at West Texas A&M University in Canyon, Texas.    
 
THANKS FOR HOSTING:  Don Topliff and Lance Keith received accolades for hosting the ACT 
Spring 2006 meeting.  The meeting was the result of much time and hard work.  The tours, meals, 
meeting rooms, and accommodations were excellent.  Don Topliff and the staff at West Texas A&M 
were excellent hosts.    Be sure to send Thank You letters to the hosts and sponsors listed on the last 
page.   
 
2006 FALL MEETING:  COASTAL BEND – BEEVILLE - September 13-15, 2006  -  
Todd Fuller Host - turf management workshop Wednesday.   Fall ACT meeting.  Sept 13-15, 2006.  Hotel 
accommodations provided.  Williams will pick people from Corpus airport, Todd will pick up at San 
Antonio Airport for those wishing to fly.  For non golfers possibly have a dove hunt.  If possible, have 
meeting early on Thursday to depart on Friday early.  Field trips will be wildlife oriented with a BBQ and 
trap shoot Thursday night.  Tours will be mid afternoon and evening.   
 
 
2006  SPRING MEETING:  ABILENE CHRISTIAN AND ED BROKAW WILL HOST THE 
SPRING MEETING ON APRIL 11-13, 2007- TURF GRASS MANAGEMENT WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 11, 2007.  
 
MINUTES AND TREASURERS REPORT:  Joe Townsend (TAMU), Secretary/Treasurer, distributed the 
minutes and treasurer’s report from the Fall ACT meeting at Frank Phillips in Borger.  Fall minutes were 
approved.  Dues will cover from October 1 to August 31 each year with November 1 as the due date.  Two 
year/Junior/Community colleges dues are coordinated by Bob Young (Kilgore) at 903-834-6255 or email 
(bobyoung@kilgorecollegeagfarm.org).   Two-year college personnel calculate their respective share.  ACT 
dues for TJCAA are $2000 per year and include all junior colleges or community colleges in Texas teaching 
agriculture, natural resources, or the life sciences.  (ACT universities pay $500 per year each).  At present, 
ACT has a total of $31,963.88 in funds with $24,537.72 at TAMU and $7,426.16 at Texas Tech University.   
 
ACT OFFICERS FOR 2006-2007:  Officers are President- Norm Hopper (Texas Tech); President-elect – 
Ed Brokaw (ACU); Secretary/Treasurer-Joe Townsend (TAMU).  Following the 2006 spring meeting, Norm 
became the new ACT President.  Elections are held at the spring meeting each year.   
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120 hour degree programs lead discussion by Dr. Randall Williams:  Updated ACT on how 120 came 
before legislature.  TAMU system has moved and acted upon the request.  Accreditation and license could 
have up to 3-6 additional hrs.  TAMU @ Kingsville has submitted changes.  Junior Colleges can transfer 66 
hrs to Senior College and this will change to 60 with the new legislation.  TJCAA was concerned about SR 
Colleges taking only introductory courses of Ag.  There was open discussion on transfer hours to SR 
Colleges from JR’s and fulfilling the 120 hr load and advanced course load at SR College. 
 
Ralph Ward discussed HLSR/TJCAA scholarships.  Houston has eliminated funding for Outstanding 
Junior College Students.  He asked his foundation board for funding and they agreed to assist for this year.  
However, following years is a concern and suggested ACT to consider supporting the scholarship since the 
student would be attending an ACT school.  Hardin asked for any opposition from ACT members if we 
worked with TJCAA on getting support for subsequent years.  It was discussed that the university of choice 
by the outstanding students to provide the funding for the scholarship and make it a semester by semester 
application with grade points and performance attached to the scholarship as requirements.  Some 
universities were concern with the amount of 1250 vs. 750 per semester with the number of Ag courses and 
GP of the student.  A motion by Williams stated that the ACT President and President elect for 2007-2007 
look into the prospect of outside money to support the Scholarship, it was seconded by Don.  Suggested that 
the University that the Outstanding Student attends also have some level of assistance and funding to the 
scholarship.  Motion carried. 
 
TEXAS DAIRY INDUSTRY:  Don Topliff discussed the increase in dairy industry in the panhandle.  
New cheese plant in Dalhart will be needing100k plus jerseys to supply milk to plant, opens in the fall 2006. 
 The group discussed, dairy curriculum that would support the industry boom in the area.  Great Plains dairy 
consortium is a proposed name for the focus group for the area.  New Mexico and Kansas are interested in 
the group and its focus.  Discussion on the role of ACT with curriculum and partnership in developing or 
providing educational components to provide technical support/course work through web courses, etc.  Not 
that each university needs to provide the BS or degree in Dairy Science because the industry does not 
advocate a BS in Dairy Science but more of a Dairy Tech degree that may be an opportunity for JR Colleges. 
Don will respond to the industry group from ACT with what direction or needs they want. 
 
MARKETING AGRICULTURE:  Kilgore Show Team at Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo discussed a 
bookmark concept to provide to Urban people while at show that list Ag topics and Stats, on back has ACT 
information with web pages.  Mikel has accomplished this with the same concept and has been well 
received.  Book mark and proposal will be addressed at the fall meeting. 
 
HLSR Funding for Graduate Assistants at ACT schools:  Marvin Cepica (TX TECH) indicated that 
HLSR is dropping research funding this year.  The graduate assistant funding has been reinstated.  The 
HLSR education committee is changing their budget to eliminate the two Scholarships for TJCAA.  A 
position paper, developed by ACT, was written with job descriptions and benefits provided by these graduate 
assistants.  Input was provided by each institution and solidified for the final draft.  Ten universities receive 
money for these graduate students.  Marvin Cepica and HLSR.  Joe, Chris, William and Bobby Lane 
attended meeting with board at HLSR on graduate assistantships.  They pledge to continue their support and 
will go before the board to suggest continued funding.  The tone was very positive and more positive than 
the past.  No guarantees have been received.  Suggest we need to have a standard reporting mechanism to 
provide to HLSR for continued justification of their money and how it is spent.  Motion:  Ask Dr. Chris to 
have her revitalize the HLSR initiative to collect information from previous grad student and their impact to 
society.  Present document to HLSR on how their money has been spent.  Report will be formal on “slick 
sheet” and ACT provides funds for the report and .5 time assistantship for 1 semester to assist with data 
collection.  Passed. 
 
TEXAS BOOTH NIGHT AT NATIONAL FFA CONVENTION:  Norm Hopper (TX TECH) announced 
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that the National FFA Convention would be held on October 25 -28, 2006 in Indianapolis, Indiana.  ACT 
will sponsor an exhibit booth.  Act will purchase two exhibit booth spaces.  Dr. Randall Williams moved that 
we continue with the combined booth at the National FFA convention.  Texas Night will be discontinued.  
Funds for Texas Night will be used to enhance booth exhibit.  Joe Townsend will send the hotel information 
will be sent next week. 
 

TX TECH – Kayla Rathman - invitations, publicity and response cards 
TARLETON – Sarah Griffeth – (griffeth@tarleton.edu) -door prizes, brochures, schedule 
TEXAS STATE – Yolanda Quintanilla (yq10@txstate.edu) –coordinating booth appearance 

            SFA – Emily Payne – (emilypayne816@yahoo.com) booth decorations 
TAMU-K – Dr. Randall Williams - (r-williams@tamuk.edu) booth tear down and shipping home 
TAMU – JoBeth Forrest (A&M)–  bills, booth reservation, booth furnishings 

 
All members are invited to participate.  Each institution is to provide a ONE SHEET (front and back) 
description of their program or one tri-fold.  These sheets are on display in the ACT booth.  Be sure to send 
100 copies to Sarah Griffeth at Tarleton.  Also, TWO good door prizes should be sent to (Tarleton).  Hardin 
visited about Delta Conference through National FFA.  Tom will assist with providing this to ACT. 
 
CDE’S AND ON- LINE REGISTRATION:  Clay Ewell (cewell@www.JudgingCard.com) of Clay Ewell 
Educational Services maintains the ACT web page to include the ACT brochure and minutes.  The 
www.JudgingCard.com includes the Online AST Directory, the CDE registration system, CDE scoring 
system, and online CDE results system.  Everybody is encouraged to sign in to www.judgingcard.com to 
update their directory information.  Clay has two large servers; located in commercial server hosting 
businesses in College Station and Houston.   
 
1.  Registration and multiple team entries from one school.  To date, we have been assigning new team 
numbers for additional teams.  This is a problem for schools that bring the new “precoded” scan sheets.  New 
concept would be a chapter or county can bring as many contestants and enter them under one team number, 
however, the contest would only use the top 3 contestants as the team score, the remaining would not be 
counted as a team, but would compete for individual awards.  This concept prevents large schools or 
“power” schools from dominating the team awards.  Another option is for everybody to use the “Code” 
section of the scan sheet to differentiate between multiple teams.  To alleviate problems, it is important for 
all hosts be consistent.  No decision was made. 
 
2.  Credit card payment and Contest Management.  Hardin discussed how Clay Ewell Educational 
Services managed registration, group formation, and entry fees at Texas State, Texas Tech, West Texas 
A&M, and Texas A&M.  Clay has processed 370 credit cards or about 25% of the chapters.  The universities 
listed have taken advantage of the new capabilities provided by Clay Ewell Educational Services.  Uniform 
registration online has alleviated registration problems with state procedures, cash flow, and support staff 
time.  Use of the registration system allows teachers to do all registration at one time, in one place, and make 
one payment to Clay.  Clay sends all entry fees to host for every registered team, which eliminates the 
problem of unpaid entries.  With walk up registration, schools can judge but they have to pay Clay and he 
collects later.  The week before the contest, Clay sends registration packets to host that include each 
chapter’s statement of account and stickers that separate contestants into appropriate groups for judging.   
 
3.  4-H Judging Contests.  For universities hosting invitational and district 4-H judging contests (meats, 
horse, livestock, etc.), Clay will be creating uniform procedures for conducting and scoring 4-H contests.  
This year there were numerous scoring errors/problems/frustrations that can be alleviated by standardization. 
This will include using the Universal Form A, instructions for issuing and marking team/code/contestant 
numbers on scan sheets, procedure for handling Reasons, standardizing awards that will be given, etc.  Clay 
will work with 4-H District CEAs to put together the list of recommendations, and this will be emailed to all 
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contest hosts this Fall.  All universities are encouraged to work with their contest superintendents, 4-H 
leaders, CEAs, etc, to follow the standard format. 
 
4.  ACT CDE committee:  Norm Hopper (Tech), Don Topliff (WTAMU), and Dr. Randall Williams 
(TAMUK), chairman, were asked to evaluate CDE entry fees at Invitational, Area, and State CDEs.  The 
committee will look at the variations in entry fees between contest hosts.  Registration for all Area and State 
CDEs should be standardized.  There seems to be some major differences among universities.  Items to be 
discussed include: increasing contest entry fees to cover host expenses for contests, standardization of all 
Area and State fees, and adding a registration surcharge to pay for Clay’s services (handling entry money, 
credit card fees, and group section label packets).  Because the decision involves increasing entry fees, Tom 
Maynard will take discussion to the CDE committee this summer at the Ag Teacher Convention.  Tom 
encouraged each university to itemize some contest expenses to help justify the increase (cost of awards, 
contest animals, products, copies, facilities fees, scanner/scoring equipment maintenance, etc.) 
 
5.  Code of Ethics.  The committee named above will also evaluate the addition to the Statement of 
Agreement between the ACT & Texas FFA concerning the Code of Ethics for CDEs/LDEs.  CDE’s and 
teacher behavior was discussed.  According to UIL if a coach is ejected from a game there is disciplinary 
action.  Include dialog with William’s committee on registration fees to include dialog about teacher code of 
ethics and honor on behavior.  ACT asks that a policy be developed by CDE/LDE committee and report back 
to ACT through email.  Norm moved such.  Seconded by Williams.  Passed. 
 
6.  CDE’s - Five year cycle.  Rotation of CDE Teacher Committee on five-year cycle.  Changes including 
all contests are completed in the industry and at National FFA Contests.  All revisions were implemented in 
2006 and be used in 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010.   
 
SPRING MEETING TJCAA CONTESTS: Each four year university is to bring two to five of their 
students to the Spring ACT meeting at West Texas to assist with the junior college contests.  West Texas 
A&M will ask for assistance with the TJCAA contests from other four-year universities.  Exams with fifty-
item multiple choice questions for the various TJCAA contests are needed.  The exams should cover work 
that would be taught during the freshman and sophomore year.  Assignments will be made for the following 
exams:  HORT, AGRO, ANSC, AGEC, AG-MECH, and WILDLIFE.  At spring meeting, TJCAA students 
will also participate in the scrapbook contest, the outstanding student contest, and the outstanding chapter 
contest.  The two outstanding two-year college students will win a $5000 and $2500 scholarship from the 
McMillan Foundation.  Universities MAY bring a tabletop display and recruiting brochures to provide to 
TJCAA students (about 100 students attend).  FOUR-YEAR UNIVERSITIES - BRING TWO DOOR 
PRIZES FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS. 
 
SPRING MEETING FORMAT:  The spring meeting will start with a turf management workshop on 
Wednesday afternoon.  An informal “get together” and pizza will be held Wednesday night at 7 pm.  
Thursday morning will start all the meetings and contests for TJCAA at 9 a.m.  CASA members will serve as 
judges for the TJCAA contests.   TJCAA and CASA will elect officers Thursday afternoon, and the awards 
banquet will be Thursday night at 7 pm.  ACT will meet Thursday all day.  Friday morning will start with the 
Junior College faculty meeting followed by tours or other interest items.  Registration will be on the ACT 
(judgingcard.com) webpage and will include a RSVP on numbers for contests, meals, buses, and tours.  
Specifics will be left to Don Topliff at WTAMU.  Tours will Friday morning of the ACT meeting. 
 
 
 
TEXAS STATE FAIR:  Please contact Mr. Real if you want to advertise in the State Fair information.  
They are changing the format of the State Fair Book.  He can be contacted at dreal@bigtex.com.  As we 
know, Texas Tech sponsors a reception for the FFA, 4-H and FCS.  
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TEXAS CASA: CASA meets at each spring ACT meeting.  CASA members met with the ACT meeting to 
explain the direction of TX CASA.  The future will include:  State Officers will be State President; VP for 
fund raising: VP for activities; VP for  
 

1. CASA Web site 
2. Publication to be developed 
3. Advertising for CASA; web based to promote higher education in agriculture. 
4. increase recruiting of junior and community college students during the year 
5. recruit across the curriculum 
6. meetings at State FFA convention and ACT Fall meeting 
7. more involvement with TJCAA during Spring meeting 
8. need for an adviser for TX CASA 
9. CASA officers can serve more than one term  
10. Lance Keith (WTAMU) will serve as TX CASA adviser for the next three years. 
 

 
 Newly elected officers will be announced at a later date.  Last year’s CASA officers were: 

 
State President, Brandon Griggs from Tarleton State University. 
Vice President of Record, Whitney White from West Texas A&M University.  
Vice President of Public Relations, Brenna Ellison from Abilene Christian University. 
Vice President of Funding, Leslie Garcia from Tarleton State University. 
Vice President of Membership Activities, Jarrod Foster from Texas Tech University.  
 
 
CAMPUS UPDATES – Members informed each other about the various activities on their respective 
locations.   Randy Tidwell is now at Panola College. 
 
TEXAS JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES – Ashley Lovell, TSU 
Managing Editor – Ashley Lovell – Tarleton State University 
Editor in Chief -  David Kattes  – Tarleton State University  
Editorial Board – meets at every fall meeting  
 
Associate Editors: 
Foy Mills  ACU 
Brain May  ASU 
Al Parks  PVAMU 
Stanley Kelly  Sam Houston 
Tina Cade  Texas State 
Dale Perritt  SFA 
Rob Kinucan  Sul Ross 
Mark Yu  Tarleton 
Joe Townsend  TAMU 
David Crenshaw TAMU-C 
Randall Williams TAMU-K 
Carlos Villalobos TTU 
Ron Thomason WTAMU 
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ACT JOURNAL:  MANAGING EDITOR REPORT* 
SPRING, APRIL 3, 2006 
 

1. Ms. Jessica Richmond now serves as the secretary for the Journal.  Her telephone is 254.968.9927 and 
email address is jhrichmond@tarleton.edu. We are pleased to have Jessica in this position and the impact 
she has made in getting the publication process back on track.  Thanks to those who have been patient, 
due to difficulties of adjusting to three secretaries in less than a year. 

 
2. The Journal is located at http://www.tarleton.edu/~txjanr/ and instructions to Authors/Publication 

Guidelines are included near the bottom of the page located at 
http://www.tarleton.edu/~txjanr/manuscript.html.   We expect to post an updated copy of the instructions 
in the near future. 

 
3. Associate Editors provide the gateway for manuscript submissions and are encouraged to contact faculty 

and administration of their respective institutions to publicize the Journal.  The Editor-in-Chief and I 
share the view that the annual issues of the Journal should more closely track the calendar year.  
However, to maintain the traditional page length of the Journal, the number of manuscript submissions 
must increase.  Additionally, authors are requested to turn around resubmissions more promptly. 

 
4. Please advise the Managing Editor of changes to membership of the Editorial Board as well as address 

and related changes. The Editorial Board is located at http://www.tarleton.edu/~txjanr/manuscript.html 
 

5. The page charge is $50 per page for ACT members and $100 per page for non-ACT members (double the 
ACT member charge). 

 
6. The financial condition of the Journal continues to improve: 
 

Date Balance 
09/01/01 $-1,557.93 
08/31/02    2,837.36 
08/31/03    1,384.74 
08/31/04    4,063.24 
02/28/05    5,086.29 
08/31/05    6,116.97 
02/28/06  $7,054.33 

 
Thanks in advance, for questions or suggestions regarding the managerial activities of the Journal for which I am 
responsible.  
 

                                                 
* Submitted by Ashley Lovell, Managing Editor, lovell@tarleton.edu  (254) 968-1984, Box T- 0040, Tarleton State 
University, Stephenville, TX 76401 
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ACT ROSTER  

Aaron Alejandro FFA Foundation aaronffa@hotmail.com 
Zhan Aljoe Central Texas College zhan.aljoe@ctcd.edu 
Ron Braeuer Wharton CC ronb@wcjc.cc.tx.us 
Les Brieden SWTJC lesbrieden@swtjc.cc.tx.us 
Ed Brokaw ACU e.brokaw@agenv.acu.edu 
Mike Brown Weatherford CC brownm@wc.edu  
Kayla Rathman TX TECH k.rathman@ttu.edu 
Tina Waliczek Cade Texas State tc10@txstate.edu 
Mandy Carr ASU mandy.carr@angelo.edu 
Marvin Cepica TTU marv.cepica@ttu.edu 
Gil Engdahl ASU gil.engdahl@angelo.edu 
Clay Ewell Scanman cewell@www.JudgingCard.com 
Jason Faubion Central Texas College jason.faubion@ctcd.edu 
Ted Ford Tarleton State ford@tarleton.edu 
Todd Fuller Coastal Bend CC fuller_t@coastalbend.edu 
Jeff Geider TCU j.geider@tcu.edu 
Herman Glueck Cisco Jr. College hglueck@cisco.cc.tx.us 
Royce Granberry Texarkana College rgranber@texarkanacollege.edu 
Gary Don Harkey Vernon Regional College gdharkey@vrjc.cc.tx.us 
Norm Hopper Texas Tech n.hopper@ttu.edu 
Sandy Johnson Tarleton State  sjohnson@tarleton.edu 
Barry Jones Weatherford College jonesb@wc.edu 
Lance Kieth WTAMU lkieth@mail.wtamu.edu 
Seth Knight HCCS knight_s@hccs.cc.tx.us 
Rob Kinucan Sul Ross kinucan@sulross.edu 
Bobby Lane SHSU blane@shsu.edu  
R. Mikel Lemons Odessa College mlemons@odessa.edu 
Brian May ASU brian.may@angleo.edu 
Tom Maynard Texas FFA Assoc. tmaynard@texasffa.org 
Foy Mills, Jr. ACU millsf@acu.edu 
Charles Nunnally Trinity Valley CC cnunnally@tvcc.edu 
Clint Parsons TCU c.parsons@tcu.edu 
Emily Payne SFASU emilypayne816@yahoo.com 
Dwayne Pavelock SHSU agr_dxp@shsu.edu 
Dale Perritt SFASU dperritt@sfasu.edu 
Doug Pierce Blinn dpierce@acmail.blinncol.edu 
Brant Poe Blinn poe@blinn.edu 
Ron Presley South Plains rpresley@spc.cc.tx.us 
Rodney Purswell Frank Phillips rpurswel@fpc.cc.tx.us 
Yolanda Quintanilla Texas State yq10@txstate.edu 
 Hardin Rahe Texas State cr21@txstate.edu  
Marc Robinson Trinity Valley  mrobinson@tvcc.edu 
Ron Rosati TAMUK r-rosati@tamuk.edu 
Edward Romero TAMU ewromero@tamu.edu  
Johnnie Schroder Blinn College jschroder@acmail.blinncol.edu 
Randy Tidwell Panola & Tyler JC rtid@tsc.edu 
Don Topliff WTAMU dtopliff@mail.wtamu.edu 
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Joe Townsend TAMU jtownsend@tamu.edu 
Jerome Tymrak TAMU-K jtymark@gte.net 
Bryan Vasseur TCU b.vassuer@tcu.edu 
Ralph Ward, Jr. Kilgore rwardjr@tyler.net 
Randall H. Williams TAMU-K r-williams@tamuk.edu 
Bob Williams  TAMU-C bob_williams@tamu-commerce.edu 
Pete Winn SWTJC pete.winn@swtjc.cc.tx.us 
Carol Woodward Sul Ross woodward@sulross.edu  
Bob Young Kilgore College bobyoung@kilgorecollegeagfarm.org 
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AGRICULTURAL CONSORTIUM OF TEXAS 
MEETINGS 

 FALL 
 
1977 FORT WORTH 
1978 SUL ROSS 
1979 SAM HOUSTON 
1980 TEXAS TECH 
1981 EAST TEXAS 
1982 WEST TEXAS (WTAMU) 
1983 ASU 
1984 SWT 
1985 TEXAS A&I  (TAMUK) 
1986 SFA 
1987 TEXAS TECH 
1988 WEST TEXAS 
1989 SAM HOUSTON 
1990 SWT (TEXAS STATE) 
1991 SUL ROSS 
1992 TAMU 
1993 ACU 
1994 TSU 
1995 PVAMU 
1996 TAMUC 
1997 TAMUK 
1998 TAMU     
1999 KILGORE 
2000 BLINN  
2001 HOUSTON CC  
2002 TRINITY VALLEY 
2003 WEATHERFORD 
2004 TYLER JC  
2005 FRANK PHILLIPS 
2006 COASTAL BEND - SEPT 13,14,15 
2007 TEXARKANA 
2008  ODESSA 
2009 
2010 
2011 
2012 

 SPRING 
 
1978 NO MEETING 
1979 NO MEETING 
1980 NO MEETING 
1981 SWT 
1982 SHSU 
1983 SWT 
1984 SHSU 
1985 AUSTIN 
1986 AUSTIN 
1987 AUSTIN 
1988 HLSR 
1989 HLSR 
1990 HLSR 
1991 SALE 
1992 HLSR 
1993 AUSTIN 
1994 FT. WORTH 
1995 AUSTIN 
1996 ASU 
1997 WTAMU 
1998 SFA  
1999 TX TECH 
2000 SUL ROSS  
2001 SFA 
2002 TAMUK 
2003 SWT (TEXAS STATE) 
2004 TSU 
2005 SAM HOUSTON  
2006 WTAMU – APRIL 5, 6, 7 
2007 ACU – APRIL 11, 12, 13 
2008 TAMU 
2009 ASU 
2010 PVAMU 
2011 TAMUC 
2012 SUL ROSS 
2013  TEXAS TECH 
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SEE YOU at COASTAL BEND COLLEGE!!!! 

 
 
 

Folks to Thank 
 

2006 TJCAA/ACT Conference 
WEST TEXAS A&M University 

 
Dr. Don Topliff 

Box 60998 WTAMU 
Canyon, TX  79016 

 
 


